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Self-determination of the personality in a modern society

Though I do not know the meaning of life, but searching of this meaning already gives meaning to life.                   [ N. A. Berdyaev] 
In literary sources the term "self-determination" is used in different meanings.

Personal self-determination occurs at a rate of valuables. Valuables are in principal timeless; assigning for person conception of the future, it does not correlate him with time axis, with chronology, since that other dimensionality is dimensionality of «semantic future" [M.M. Bahtin]. In present-day non-stable and quickly changing conditions, a person quite often needs to reconstruct whole  the personality meaning sphere that dramatically manifests itself in disintegration of the professional notion of “I", in loss of the sense of being, in feeling of the loss of itself.

Professional self-determination is usually considered as choice and realization of the way of interaction with surrounding world and finding of sense in given activity [refer to. Pryazhnikov
 «Psychologic Sense of Labour",1997].

Modern society needs the professionals, knowing their business, capable to take decisions on their own and to bear responsibility for these decisions, for themselves, for others, for the country. At present commercialization of relations in society is an important factor, defining professional self-determination forming. Essentially professional carrier is being substituted for entrepreneurial one. This put obstacles for self-actualization of a person with respect to professional activity. This causes the alert. The transient state of economy calls forth distortion in the system of professional valuables: a modern person (particularly a young person) with his personal peculiarities eager to join market relations strives to achievement of material welfare by the quickest way. Necessity to survive forces him to betray his vocation and choose such a profession, which will provide more high material possibilities. That is to say there exist strong motivation to mastering "revenue" profession, but very often there are no necessary personal qualities. There also exist contradiction between motivation of the choice of profession and absence of possibility for learning (including material one).
How can a person learn to live in peace with surrounding world? How can one become a moral person? These questions are given little time and attention. A modern person considers his work to be single serious occupation. And when the work is over he is searching for amusements – so time passes in such rhythm. Thoughts on important questions of human existence are beyond the borders of this life rhythm.  A person   takes little interest in what he represents himself. He is more interested in a number of material values he has already got and could have got else. A person seldom searches for the truth about his life, about himself, more often he thinks about belongings. 
He is always capable to improve belongings but does not improve himself.

Modern society and mankind faced the problem of the way of further existence. Ecological crisis caused by outlay economy and policy, moral problems of modern society, race and religious wars, terrorism – these are realities of our days.
 It is impossible to get to know surrounding world unless such phenomenon as “a person” is understood.
Human life is more complicated than all scientific conceptions which separate everything into constituent parts. A human being always felt a need for exceeding a limit of strictly decisive knowledge and "submersion" into the kingdom of mysterious concepts, intuitively felt, expressed in symbols, fine associations, presentiments etc.

Reflection and creation are two important functions of thinking. The question of the essence of creation, as a typical peculiarity of the human way of vital activity, becomes still more important philosophical problem under conditions of modern information and technological revolution and spiritual crisis of society.

 Philosophy, psychology, ethics, genetics, biology and other sciences consider “the human being» from the rational point of view.  Some other forms of cognition, including art, study this problem in a similar detailed and circumstantial way.

Many scientists: psychologists, philosophers, historians, ethnographers used artistic images to acknowledge or illustrate their own ideas and theories. In his work "Flight from Liberty" K. Yung cites the heroes of the novel by Balzac "The Lost Illusions" as an example illustrating relations of "a masochist" and "a sadist". L.N Gumilev treats works and lives of N.V. Gogol and F. M. Dostoevsky to certify his theory of “passionary”. Collations of analytical and figurative conceptions make scientific ideas more full and comprehensible since they are also perceived by people.

The true sense supposes estimation of all human deeds from the moral point of view, not only as cognition of «good" and "evil" but also as taking the part of "good". Thence one may draw a conclusion: "aggressive" biological types, people referring to them are not people in corpore – from the point of view of moral.

Reconstructing one or another biological type and their interaction, first of all, the author seems to reconstruct reality from the position of a definite aesthetic and ethical ideal, but in the contents of artistic character there is something that makes it an essential image, a formula of distribution of the types of   personality.

Thereby, life in all its variety is mastered and processed by creative fantasy, imagination, talent and mastery of the artist. Artistic character does not repeat and simply symbolizes reality; it accumulates the functions, through which the images generalize complicated relations of links between various phenomena, subjects, strata of life. Thereby, converting different phenomena of surroundings, and personifying them in artistic work, artistic image fixes the essence of separate people and their groups.

It is common knowledge that artistic image is always reflection of life. That is why it becomes the certain symbol of its epoch and time. After all a literary (artistic) type absorbs in it characteristic features of dominating, the most wide-spread social type of the epoch and becomes sign figure. Thereby, it presents the epoch, about which we can judge due to this artistic character.

Artistic character is not a single phenomenon, but this is a type of personality, a formula of society, a person, an image-character. Though there exist images - events, images - circumstances, images - conflicts, images - details, expressing certain ideas and feelings on the level formed by an artist, an image can show not only a concrete person, but also a society as a whole, it’s certain layer, moral principles and types.

That is why some works are called "a mirror", "a book", since they give social-philosophical analysis of a concrete society that helps to decide problems of study of human nature.

Problems of personality’s typology may be considered not only in the writer’s sphere, but also in the reader’s one. One of the main particularities of artistic character is its existence only in the reader’s consciousness and imagination. Perception of a literary type of the hero depends on the type of the reader’s personality, so far as he is able to perceive the artistic character.

The signs concentrated in artistic character mobilize personal experience of the reader. From this personal experience by the will of writer is happening other, earlier unknown life of a literary hero of another social structure, country, culture, even of another world.

It is necessary to consider and think over the quality of enrichment of human life. What are the heroes? What are the types of those heroes’ personalities whom people try to imitate?

The kind of literature advertised now, the kind of artistic image and the type of personality presently cultivated in our society will form, to a certain degree, the generation, which will in its turn pass its life experience, including the one, accumulated on the basis of art and artistic image dominating in the modern popular art. Such will be history and such will be our future.

Would mankind change from aggressive "civilization of cannibals" to construction of noosphere? [4]. One of the small steps towards rescue is cessation of planting and cultivating "aggressive" types of personality through artistic character by means of literature and not only by it.

Enrichment and rising of human consciousness and emotional sphere of the person is one of part of forming of non- aggressive society. Work of artistic character in consciousness of people and so in historical process is related directly to all this.

 "Art is universal language of vitally important co-authorship of the person, society, culture and nature, "a chronicler" and "mascot-guard " of psychophysical and spiritual health of the person, and therefore - an important factor of strengthening of co-evolution stability axis" [7; s.37].
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